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Presenter Notes
Presentation Notes
Welcome and Introduction by Becky Zusy



Non-Residential Increased Incentives

Grass-to-Xeriscape – up to $50,000
Irrigation Equipment Upgrades – up to $20,000
FUTURE PROJECTS ONLY!

Funding has been provided by/contributed by the 
Water Infrastructure Finance Authority of Arizona
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Higher Incentive amounts!

Brief description of funding. Offered via grant funding since 2010 and then switched to City funding in 2019, total of 28 customers, removed 422,319 sq ft of grass (almost 10 acres).

Emphasis of this presentation is Grass-to-Xeriscape conversions for HOAs.



Non-Residential Grass-to-Xeriscape Incentive Overview 

Eligible customers  – Homeowners’ Associations, Multifamily Properties, Churches, etc. 

Minimum amount of grass to remove – 2,500 square feet 

Replacement of living grass – at least 50% coverage by low-water-use plants

$2/square foot – removal and replacement with Xeriscape 

Maximum of $50,000 per property in a 12-month period
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Just a Note…
Compromise is possible!

Choose areas to remove grass
• Nonfunctional areas
• Keep areas that are used for recreation
• Doesn’t have to be entire area
• Try a pilot area

Update the look of the property
• Attract pollinators
• Add seasonal color
• Common goal: a good-looking property

Does not have to be all or nothing!
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Application Requirements

1. Entity must be the owner of the property and a City of Mesa water customer.

2. Entity must have a unique Tax ID or employer identification number.

3. The applicant/authorized representative must sign (NOT landscaper or       
Property Manager)
 For HOAs: president of the HOA as listed on the most recent Arizona 

Corporation Commission report online.
 Non-profits/churches: Representative listed on ACC report online
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Important Items to Remember

1. Condition of grass – Relatively Healthy
 Routinely irrigated and manicured with an average coverage of 70%.

2. Minimum size of grass area – 2,500 square feet
3. Grass cannot be replaced with just artificial turf or rock.
4. Replacement Plants – 50% of area

a) All new plants must be on the Arizona Department of Water Resources 
Low-Water-Use/Drought-Tolerant Plant List and www.amwua.org/plants.

b) Area must be replaced with low-water-use plants that, when fully mature, 
will provide a plant canopy coverage of at least 50% of the area.
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https://www.azwater.gov/sites/default/files/2022-11/PHX4MP_LWUPL_UpdateV2.pdf
http://www.amwua.org/plants
https://apps.mesaaz.gov/PlantSquareFootage
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POLL!
Q: What type of organization are you 
representing today?
a) Homeowners association
b)  Apartment
c) Church
d) Business
e) Non-profit
f) Other



Information/Documents to have before you begin

1. Link to your entity’s page on the AZ Corporation Commission website
2. City of Mesa utility account number(s)
3. W-9 form with Tax ID/EIN
4. 3-5 current pictures of each area to be converted
5. Aerial map of conversion area from Maricopa County Assessor’s Office 

Google Earth/Property Map
6. Assessor’s Parcel Number from Maricopa County Assessor’s Office
7. Landscape Plan

Additional approvals and documentation may be required as you go through 
the different City of Mesa departments to complete the conversion process.
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https://ecorp.azcc.gov/EntitySearch/Index
https://www.irs.gov/pub/irs-pdf/fw9.pdf
https://maps.mcassessor.maricopa.gov/
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Property map with 
conversion areas 
highlighted. 

(L) Numbers were 
used to match photos 
with areas of 
conversion.

(R) Google Earth 
photo
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Information/Documents to have before you begin

1. Link to your HOA’s page on the AZ Corporation Commission website
2. City of Mesa utility account number(s)
3. W-9 form with Tax ID/EIN
4. 3-5 current pictures of each area to be converted
5. Aerial map of conversion area from Maricopa County Assessor’s Office 

Google Earth/Property Map
6. Assessor’s Parcel Number from Maricopa County Assessor’s Office
7. Landscape Plan

Additional approvals and documentation may be required as you go through 
the different City of Mesa departments to complete the conversion process.
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Dimensioned Landscape Plan
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Landscape Plan – Plant Detail



Dimensioned Landscape Plan – Example 2
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Example – HOA Non-Functional Grass

BEFORE

AFTER



Example - HOA



Example – Church Reduction of Grass



POLL!
Q: How did you hear about this webinar?

a)Email notice
b) Newsletter
c) Social Media (Facebook, “X”, NextDoor)
d)Searched City of Mesa website



Irrigation Equipment Incentive
Up to $20,000 in a 12-month period
FUTURE PROJECTS ONLY

• Smart Controllers
• Flow Sensor
• Rain Sensor
• High Efficiency Nozzles
• Valve Pressure Regulator
• Pressure Regulating Heads
• Installation for controllers and flow 

sensors
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Brief description of funding. Offered via grant funding since 2010 and then switched to City funding in 2019, total of 28 customers, removed 422,319 sq ft of grass (almost 10 acres).

Emphasis of this presentation is Grass-to-Xeriscape conversions for HOAs.



More benefits to improving irrigation:

• Street damage
• Building damage
• High water pressure – hard on system
• Automation to reduce landscaper trips 

(leaks, rain sensing)
• “Easier” to agree upon
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Pressure regulating stems with rotator nozzles
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Emphasis of this presentation is Grass-to-Xeriscape conversions for HOAs.
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After

7 Years After

Before

FYI – Residential Grass-to-Xeriscape 
Landscape Incentive

Up to $1,100 for single family residences



Thank you for your interest!
Becky Zusy, Conservation Coordinator

City of Mesa Environmental & Sustainability Dept.
mesaaz.gov/conservation
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