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The City of Mesa Transportation Department believes that bicycling 
and walking are important modes of transportation. Facilitating 

biking and walking in Mesa involves the following: 

A Plan, implement, and maintain a network of bicycle and 
pedestrian facilities 

A Plan and construct pedestrian and bicycle signals 

A Identify barriers to walking and biking 

A Educate motorists, cyclists, and pedestrians on the “rules of the 
road” 

A Encourage walking and biking by initiating and continuing to 
support key events, such as CycloMesa, El Tour de Mesa, 
Winterfest, and the Mesa Adventure Challenge 

A Install and maintain bike parking throughout the City of Mesa 

A Oversee and subsidize Grid bike share operations and expansion 

A Collaborate with Mesa P.D. and other City Departments to 
better Mesa’s multi-modal network and culture 
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Council Persons Luna and 
Winkle are Stoked! 

 

Bikes Parked on Main St. 

 

 

 

Promoting Bicycling at The Boeing Annual Bike Fair 

 

Bike2Work Day Annual Bike Fair 
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Introduction 

Introduction 
  

IN THIS SECTION: 

A Letter from the Program Manager 

A Quick Look at the Year in Review 

A Future Programs and Projects 
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  Forward________ 

 
A vibrant bike culture is growing across Mesa, but we 
still have a long way to go when compared to other 
peer cities. In cities like, Minneapolis, Minnesota; 
Portland, Oregon; and Boulder, Colorado; they have 
created a culture where cycling is the norm. Overseas, 
cities like Copenhagen and Amsterdam, commuting 
to work or school on two-wheels is the standard.   

Here in North America cyclists are in the midst of a 
"cycling renaissance," and interesting enough, the 
Western states have embraced cycling more than 
peer cities on the East coast. Why? In my research, I 
found most studies credit the robust public 
transportation systems found on the East Coast. Out 
West, the suburban sprawl and younger cities have 
made public transit options less convenient and 
robust.  

While Americans can take pride in our new growing 
bike culture, especially out West, like in Arizona, our 
cities and towns can still glean a lot of lessons learned 
and best practices from research and analysis of 
these ubiquitous practices in European communities 
who have celebrated bicycle travel for decades. 

For example, in Denmark, 16 percent of all trips—and 
25 percent of trips less than 3 miles—are made by 
bike.  It's estimated that half of Copenhagen residents 
bike to work or school.  Bike ownership is another big 
indicator of ubiquitous bicycling culture: 90 percent of 
Denmark's population own a bike while only 56 
percent own a car.  

Bicycling culture and a city’s infrastructure must be 
looked at as closely related. 

 
 
 
 
 

The city’s 
whose 
roads 
support 
cycling by 
reducing 
barriers 
such as 
inconvenient routes and perceived 
threats to safety, succeeds and draws a 
strong ridership from their residents. 
Mesa’s urban environment is currently 
evolving, as we are seeing a shift toward 
purposeful infrastructure design that 
integrates multiple goals into City’s 
landscape. The public spaces we 
construct communicate a direct 
reflection between user and 
environment and encourage the two-
wheeled lifestyles we support.  

As Mesa’s bike enthusiasm increases, we 
are continuing to add more bicycle 
infrastructure such as separated bicycle 
lanes, shared use paths and public bike 
parking. Mesa will also build the overall 
local cycling culture into that of a world 
class bicycling city. To date, we have 
more than 578 miles of designated bike 
paths in Mesa. Join the Mesa Bike/Ped 
Team in riding those trails and paths to 
promote a culture of cycling in our city. 
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Program Accomplishments 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

      

    

 

 

 

570 Miles of Bike 
Lanes and 86 Miles 

of Bike Routes 

20,000 people in 
attendance at CycloMesa 

events Annually 

Mesa Awarded 
Bicycle Friendly 

Community Silver 
Award – 1 of 75 Cities 

Nationwide 

Valley Metro Clean Air Club 
Award for OUTSTANDING 
MARKETING EVENT OR 

CAMPAIGN  

• More than $500 Budget  

   

  

Hosted 2nd Annual 
Arizona State-
Wide Bicycle 

Summit 

Second City in Arizona 
to have Public Bike 

Share 
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IN THIS SECTION: 

A Bicycle Friendly Community  

A   Valley Metro Clean Air 
Club 

A Staying Astride of National 
Best Practice 



Bicycle and Pedestrian Program 
FY2016-2017 Annual Report 

 

9 | P a g e  
 

           League of American Cyclists, Bicycle 
Friendly Community Status 

 

 

 

 

 

 In the fall of 2016, the City of Mesa reapplied to renew the Bicycle 
Friendly Community (BFC) status through the League of American Bicyclists 
(LAB).  In the Spring of 2017, the City’s report card came back, with a new 
award level of “SILVER”.  The City of Mesa, is now one of only 75 cities 
around the Nation to achieve Silver level status. 

The Bicycle Friendly Community program provides a roadmap to 
improving conditions for bicycling and guidance to help make your 
community's vision for a better, bikeable community a reality.  A BFC 

welcomes bicyclists by providing safe accommodations for 
bicycling and encouraging people to bike for transportation 
and recreation. Making bicycling safe and convenient are keys 
to improving public health, reducing traffic congestion, 
improving air quality and improving quality of life.  

The City of Mesa is continually improving the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Program with the overarching vision of becoming 
a Platinum Level Bicycle Friendly Community. 
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Valley Metro Clean Air Club Annual 
Award Recipient  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valley Metro Clean Air Club 

The Clean Air Awards’ Nominations, help honor the individuals 
and organizations making extraordinary efforts to create a healthier place for Valley residents and visitors.  These 
nominees have significantly reduced air pollution and traffic congestion by supporting clean air programs and 
encouraging the use of alternative modes of transportation, including carpool, vanpool, bus, light rail, telework, biking 
and walking. 

The City of Mesa was awarded the winner of the category, Outstanding Marketing & Creativity Event/ More 
than $500 Budget. The City of Mesa, Transportation Department uses April’s Valley Bike Month (VBM) to encourage 
employees to choose their bicycle for commuting to work in lieu of their automobiles.  This year an app was created so 
that employees could log their daily commutes, as well as recreational rides, see how other employees are doing, how 
departments rank, and link to resources and activities. 
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Staying Astride of National Best    
Practices 

 

 

 

 

 

Separated Bike Lanes 

A separated bike lane is an exclusive facility for bicyclists that is located within or 
directly adjacent to the roadway and that is physically separated from motor 
vehicle traffic with a vertical element. Separated bike lanes are differentiated 
from standard and buffered bike lanes by the vertical element. They are 
differentiated from shared use paths (and side paths) by their more proximate 
relationship to the adjacent roadway and the fact that they are bike-only 
facilities. Separated bike lanes are also sometimes called "cycle tracks" or 
"protected bike lanes."  

Within the common elements of separated bike lanes - dedicated space for cyclists that is separated from motor vehicle 
travel and parking lanes - practitioners have flexibility in choosing specific design elements. Separated bike lanes can 
operate as one-way or two-way facilities; their designs can integrate with turning automobile traffic at intersections or 
can be more fully separated; they can be designed at roadway grade, at sidewalk grade or at an intermediate grade; and 
they can be separated from the adjacent roadway or sidewalk with a variety of treatments including but not limited to 
on-street parking, raised curbs or medians, bollards, landscaping, or planters. 

 

 
Colored Bike Lanes 

Colored bike lanes alert roadway users to the presence of bicyclists and are clear in assigning 
right-of-way to cyclists. Motorists are expected to yield to cyclists in these areas. Several 
materials are typically used to color bike lanes. Painting bike lanes is the least expensive 
option but is slippery when wet. Colored and textured sheets of acrylic epoxy coating is 
moderate in cost and durability and maintains grip when wet. Colored asphalt is most 
durable and maintains grip when wet at the highest cost.  

Apply color selectively to highlight potential conflict zones or mark all facilities exclusively for 
bicycle use in high volume traffic situations. They also may be used in combination with 
physical separation devices, e.g. hatched buffers, soft hit posts, where motorists do not 
merge over bike lane. Normal white bike lane lines should be provided along the edges of 

the colored lane to provide consistency with other facilities and to enhance nighttime visibility. Color may be solid or 
dashed through potential conflict zones, including intersections. Green color may also be used in conjunction with other 
markings, such as the sharrow, to further identify and contrast bicycle facilities. 
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Staying Astride of National Best    
Practices 

 

 

 

 

 
Interim Separated Bike Lanes 

A separated bike lane is an exclusive facility for bicyclists that is 
located within or directly adjacent to the roadway and that is 
physically separated from motor vehicle traffic with a vertical 
element. Separated bike lanes are differentiated from standard and 
buffered bike lanes by the vertical element.  

Building out a robust separated bike lane using expensive and often 
permanent materials like raised curbs and dedicated bicycle signals 
may be challenging. One solution, already employed in numerous US 
jurisdictions, is to begin with an interim project. With interim 
projects, municipalities might forgo permanent curbs for less costly 
flexible delineator posts, dedicated bicycle signals for other less 
costly intersection approach designs (i.e. less prescriptive mixing 
zone designs), and thermoplastic paint for cheaper but shorter-term 
marking treatments.  

Numerous benefits in addition to lower costs arise from interim projects: 

• Designers can “tweak” designs once they are implemented and behaviors can be observed. 
With newer, complex facility types, design tweaks can be expected and are not indicative of a 
failed design. 

• Pursuit of non-permanent installations provides the public assurance that the separated bike 
lane concept is not being forced upon them, and provides opportunity for public debate 
(especially important if it is a community’s first ever separated bike lane). 

• Interim projects allow a low-risk trial run for a separated bike lane without significant financial 
commitment, so if a facility fails or is not accepted, the level of investment lost is relatively 
minimal; implementation processes under pilot projects will be more streamlined than under 
more formalized capital construction processes. 

• A pilot project can be a stepping stone to a more permanent separated bike lane design – many 
US municipalities have found the “interim to permanent” route a smart, cost-effective way to 
familiarize the public with separated bicycle facility design treatments.  
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Engineering 
Capital 
Im

provem
ent 

Projects 

   Engineering and Capital Improvement 
Projects 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

IN THIS SECTION: 

               Feasibility Studies 

A Red Mountain Shared Use Path 

A Main Street Separated Bike Lanes 

A Lehi Crossing Shared Use Path 

A Safe Routes to School Studies 

                             

 Project in Design 

A Southeast Mesa / Gateway Shared Use   Pathway 

  Projects Under Construction 

A Education and Enforcement Programs 

A Rio Salado Pathway Phase 3 and 4 

A Porter Park Pathway 

A The Stadium Connector 

A 10th Street/ Streetscape and traffic calming 
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    Engineering and Capital 
Improvement Projects 

 

 

 

 

 
Feasibility Studies 

1) Red Mountain Shared Use Path 

This Project Assessment is looking at the feasibility of building a 15-foot shared used path in the northeast area of Mesa.  
The path is proposed to extend along the east side of Power Road near the L202 Red Mountain Freeway interchange and 
the transit park-n-ride lot.  Additionally, the project is proposing to have a spur extend along the north side of the L202 
to the west into nearby Summit Park.  The project is funded through a Maricopa Association of Governments grant and 
was initiated and kicked-off in the fall of 
2016.  The Draft Report is currently being 
reviewed with final study approval 
anticipated for the fall of 2017.  
     
  

 

  

 
2)  Main Street 

Separated Bike Lanes 

This Project Assessment looked at the 
feasibility installing separated bike 
lanes and reconstructing Main Street as 
a complete street corridor.  The project 
looked at Main Street from Gilbert 
Road to Power Road.  Several 
alternative alignments for the bike lane 
were investigated.  The project was 
funded through a Maricopa Association 
of Governments grant and was initiated 
and kicked-off in the fall of 2015.  The 
Final Report was submitted in August 
2016 and will be used as a base for a 
future project if funding becomes 
available. 
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   Engineering and Capital 
Improvement Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Feasibility Studies  

3) Lehi Crossing Shared Use Path 

This proposed future project will look at building a five-mile 
loop of shared use paths in the Lehi area of the City of 
Mesa.  The project is envisioned to run along the SRP South 
Canal from Gilbert Road to Val Vista Road, and then along 
L202 Red Mountain Freeway from Val Vista Road back to 
McDowell Road near Gilbert Road, thereby creating a loop.  The project is currently included in the 2018-2022 Capital 
Improvement Program (CIP) with approximately $17.8 million set aside for FY18 to FY21.  This funding is estimated for 
assessment, design and construction.  The Transportation Department worked with the ASU School of Design to allow 
students to use this proposed concept for a final research and design project.  The best final student works may be used 
in the development of the actual future project. 

 

Safe Routes to School Safety Audit 

Lincoln Elementary School enrolls 850 students in grades K – 6. The school 
also houses a pre-school program and a family literacy program for parents 
of students in grades K – 3. Lincoln Elementary strives to be a secure campus 
and has installed complete perimeter fencing to achieve that. There are 5 
entrances/exits onto the school campus. 
 

Based on the study that was conducted, 
a set of recommendations were 
developed to address some of the issues 
and concerns that had been identified. 
The following table presents a list of prioritized recommendations. A project’s 
priority may be set based on its level of urgency, its ability to have multiple or wide-
reaching impacts, or its near-term feasibility given existence of existing programs or 
funding mechanisms.  
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Engineering and Capital          
Improvement Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Projects in Design 

1. Southeast Mesa Shared Use Path   
This shared use project began concept and design in early 2014.  The total 
project extends along the L202 Santan Freeway from Baseline Road at the 
north, around the southeast curve of the freeway to Power Road on the 
west.  The Final Design was submitted in February 2017.  Currently the 
first phase of the project is being built along the east side of the freeway 
from Baseline Road to Elliot Road.  The Phase One construction costs 
approximately $2 million and is anticipated to be completed in early 2018.  
Approximately $9 million has been set aside in the 2018-2022 CIP to 
continue construction of the remaining phases of the path between FY 18 
and FY 22. 

 

 

2. Consolidated Canal Lighting Project 

This project updated the design, and is constructing lights along the Consolidated Canal.  
The lights are being installed along “Phase 2” of the canal, which extends between 8th 
Street and Lindsay Road.  The lights are being added to an existing portion of canal that 
lacked funding to include the lights in the original shared use path construction.  The 
design update began in the fall of 2015 with construction starting in April 2017. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Planning and 
Evaluation

Engineering and 
Enforcement

Education and 
Encouragement
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  Engineering and Capital          
Improvement Projects 

 

 

 
 
Construction Projects 

1) Rio Salado Pathway 

This 1.5-mile-long shared-use path is located along the south 
edge of the Rio Salado river from the L101/L202 Red Mountain 
Freeway interchange on the west to Dobson Road on the east.  
Near the center of this stretch there is a tunnel to the south, 
under the L202 freeway, that provides access to the City’s 
Riverview Park and Chicago Cubs training facilities.  The path is 
10 feet wide with edge protection along the river bank, lighting, 
and rest nodes.  At Dobson Road, the path crosses under the 
L202 interchange to the eastbound on-ramp for the freeway 
where it meets up with the City’s Stadium Connector shared-use path project.  The path was built as two segments – 
Segment 3 from the L101/L202 interchange to the tunnel, and Segment 4 from the tunnel to the Dobson Road 
interchange.  Furthermore, with the completion of this project and the Stadium Connector, the name “Stadium 
Connector” will be used for Segment 4 while Segment 3 will remain named as “Rio Salado.”  Construction for both 
segments was combined and begun in the spring of 2016, and completed in December 2016.  Cost of construction was 
approximately $4.2 million. 
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Engineering and Capital          
Improvement Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Construction Projects 

2. Porter Park Pathway 

This one mile shared-use path is located between Mesa Drive and 8th Street 
adjacent to Kino Junior High School. This path is a 12-foot wide asphalt connector 
to the Consolidated Canal Shared Use Pathway to the north with LED lighting and 
frequently positioned rest areas spread through the length of the path.  A 
pedestrian traffic signal and refuge island are located at Brown Road to control 
crossing.  The path provides access to Eisenhower Elementary School at Mesa Drive 
and Kino Junior High School just south of Brown Road.  The path is also 
incorporated into Porter Park.  Construction was begun in early 
2016, and completed in July 2016.  Cost of construction was 
approximately $1.8 million. 
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Engineering and Capital          
Improvement Projects 

 

 

 

 

 

Construction Projects 

3. Stadium Connector 

This 2.5 mile shared-use path is located between Dobson Road and 
Center Street. This path is a 10-foot wide asphalt connector to the 
Consolidated Canal Shared Use Pathway to the east at Center Street, 
and to the Rio Salado Path on the west at Dobson Road.  The path 
includes LED lighting and other amenities spread through the length of 
the path.  This path makes use of physically separated bike lanes (the 
first separated two-way cycle track in the state of Arizona) along 
Country Club Drive, Date Street and Alma School Road.  As mentioned 
above, the 10th Street Traffic Calming project lies in the middle of this 
project, between Date Street and Alma School Road.  Construction 
was begun in December 2016, and will be completed by September 
2017.  Cost of construction is approximately $4 million. 
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1. 10th Street Traffic Calming 

This project consists of traffic calming and pedestrian improvements along 10th 
Street between Date Street and Alma School Road.  This road section is within the 
larger Stadium Connector shared use path project.  Design began in early 2014 
with large community input.  The final plans were approved in late 2016 with 
construction beginning in May 2017.  Work along the road is anticipated to be 
complete in August 2017 to coincide with the beginning of school.  Total project 
costs were approximately $700,000. 
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Education and 
Enforcem

ent 
Program

s  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

IN THE EDUCATION 
SECTION: 

A Adult Education Program 

A Youth Education Program 

A International Walk to School 
Day 

A Safe Routes to School Studies 

A Car Seat Safety Installation 
Events 

A Health and Safety Fairs 
Attended 

A Partnerships 

IN THE ENFORCEMENT 
SECTION: 

A Bike Light Program – Joint 
Transportation and Police 
Department  

A Walk Your Wheels Campaign 

A Crash Statistics and Vision Zero 
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Education Programs 

 

 

 

 

Adult Smart Cycling FUN-dementals 
Classes 

Within the last year and a half staff have created a tailored 
educational presentation for adults on basic bicycle 
education called Smart Cycling FUN-dementals.  

This introductory workshop reviews basic bicycle techniques, 
rules, and equipment discussed in a 90-minute class. An 
update on the City’s bicycle projects and events is given. 
Participants pre-register, class is limited to 30 people. Completion of the class participants are provided with a 
helmet, lock, front/rear lights, reflective vest, bell, water bottle, maps, etc.  

From January 2016 – June 2017, we held 15 workshops at the different Mesa library locations. We also 
expanded to host 5 more workshops in other locations such as RV Parks, community centers, and group 
homes because of popular demand. They were all very well attended, averaging 25 participants, for a total of 
397 attendees. We are also finishing up on creating this class as a webinar so that more people can receive the 
education that are unable to attend the in-person classes. Staff are also in the process of hosting a League of 
American Bicyclists Instructor training course this fall. 

 

 

 

 

Smart Cycling FUN-damentals 

Highlights 
• 15 Workshops Conducted 

• Average 25 Students per class 

• 397 Residents Educated 

• 90 Minute Workshop Help at 
all Mesa Public Calendar 
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Education Programs  

 

 

 

Youth Education Classes 

Staff have continued to provide basic bicycle and helmet education to children in the Mesa libraries, after-
school programs, during school, and to many youth community groups. We have reached over 3,200 kids and 
distributed more than 1,900 helmets and other safety gear items since the beginning of January 2016. We 
have also hosted 4 large scale bike rodeos (on-bike skills) events and hope to increase the number of technical 
riding workshops next year. 

 

 

 

International Walk to School Day 

International Walk to School Day is a global event that 
involves communities from more than 40 countries 
walking and biking to school on the same day, every 

October. 

Again, Transportation worked with Mesa Public Schools’ District office 
as well as the Director of PE and Nursing to increase interest and 

involvement from more schools to participate in International Walk to School Day 2016. We had 10 school events take 
place throughout the month of October, with over 4,800 students participating. Each school tailored the event to fit 
their needs; some held a walk from a remote drop off location, others had safety 
assemblies, or celebrated those students already walking to school every day. Mesa Police 
Department is actively involved in assisting with all our events. We hope to see it grow 
each year. We created a dedicated webpage for school staff to utilize as a resource and to 
sign up for support at their events. It was live by the time school started in August. 
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       Education Programs  

 

 

 

Car Seat Safe Installation Events 

The City of Mesa Transportation Department has been extremely active in educating and promoting the proper use of 
car seats for children. Currently, we have one staff member who is a National Certified Car Seat Technician and the only 
City of Mesa employee that is an Instructor. To become a National Certified Technician one must attend and pass a 32 
hour, hands-on training course. Additionally, to become an instructor, one needs to be a technician for at least a year, 
and go through the course assistant process. Technicians and Instructors must recertify every 2 years and stay current 
on the emerging technology and issues.  Transportation, along with Mesa Police and Fire Departments has organized 
several car seat check events throughout the City, free for the community. Parents and caregivers are educated on how 
to properly install their child’s seat, and if needed, are given a brand-new seat. 
We have assisted Banner, Mesa PD and Fire, in hosting several booster seat education classes to schools and distributing 
several hundred boosters to those in need throughout the year.  Transportation was the lead organizer for the eastside 
location of the Safe Kids Maricopa County Annual Car Seat Check 
Event in February of 2016 and 2017.  

The 2016 event was held at Mesa Community College and the 2017 
was held at the Target on Gilbert and Southern. We checked over 150 
car seats in those two events and raised over funds for Safe Kids. 
Transportation also works alongside Mesa Fire to check car seats by 
appointments every week at one of the fire stations. We have assisted 
with parent education classes within the schools, as well as with 
parent groups, to teach about proper car seat safety. 

Throughout the year, Mesa continues to support and stay active with 
other vehicle related events such as mock crashes, safety fairs, driver 
refresher courses, and safety in and around cars 
within the community. In February of 2017, we 
worked with Mesa Fire to assist with the Skyline Mock 
Crash, districted driving 
lunchtime activities, and 
pre/post observations. 

 

 

 

 

 



Bicycle and Pedestrian Program 
FY2016-2017 Annual Report 

 

25 | P a g e  
 

 

 

Partnerships 

We work with and support many organizations and agencies that all 
have a common goal, to prevent and reduce injuries to the community. 
We attend several health & safety fairs and events throughout the 
community to educate people on our program and messages. Besides 
our own City Departments, we have developed a long-standing 
relationship with Banner Hospital, Salt River Project, Safe Kids 
Maricopa County, Mesa Public Schools, Target, Salt River Pima-
Maricopa Indian Community, Maricopa Association of Governments, 
Maricopa County DOT, Maricopa County Department of Public Health, 
and non-profit agencies and organizations throughout Mesa. 

 

  

When traveling by bicycle, a person can engage with one’s surroundings in a 
way that is not possible in an automobile. On a bike, a person is not 

separated from surroundings by doors, windshield, etc. and is therefore able 
to interact with other members of their community. 
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Enforcement Programs 

 

 

 

Light up the Night Bike Light Program 

The City of Mesa, Transportation Department – Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Program teamed up with Mesa P.D. to bring 
awareness to riding after the hours of dusk until dawn without 
headlights.  The Bicycle and Pedestrian Program developed the 
program as an education tool that could be administered by 
P.D. to not only bring awareness to the law against riding after 
dust until dawn with a proper headlight and tail light or 
reflector.  Magnets we produced in both English and Spanish, 
which explains the Arizona Revised Statue regarding the use of 
bicycle lights.  The Bicycle and Pedestrian Program purchased one thousand headlight/taillight sets and packaged 
them along with the magnet.  Mesa Police Officer then took them and kept them in their patrol cars to handout in 
lieu of a citation as long as the bicyclist did not have any other wants or warrants.      
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     Enforcement Programs 

 

 

 

 

Walk your Wheels Campaign 

Riding your bicycle on the sidewalks in downtown Mesa, along 
Main Street is illegal and dangerous as well.  With the strong 
pedestrian presence that we have in the downtown center 
along Main Street and the number of outdoor seating areas 
along Main Street, it is important to understand that the City of 
Mesa has put a City Code into effect making it illegal to ride 
your bicycle on the sidewalk along Main Street, between Sirrine 
and Country Club Drive.  This ordinance has been placed into 
effect to reduce the conflict between pedestrians and bicyclists 
and to provide safe passage for workers/servers of restaurants 
along Main Street to walk from the indoors to the patio seating 
to deliver food and drink to their clientele.     
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Program
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     Encouragement Programs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

IN THIS SECTION: 

A CycloMesa & El Tour de Mesa 

A Arizona Bicycle Summit 

A Mesa Adventure Challenge 

A CycloMesa Winterfest 

A Ride-in-Movie Series 

A Bike2Work Day 

Cycling to work is associated with a 41% lower risk of dying overall 
compared to commuting by car or public transport. Cycle commuters 
had a 52% lower risk of dying from heart disease and a 40% lower risk 
of dying from cancer. They also had 46% lower risk of developing heart 
disease and a 45% lower risk of developing cancer at all. 

 – Maricopa County Department of Public Health – 
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Encouragement Events 

 

 

 

 

CycloMesa/El Tour de Mesa – Spring Event 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Arizona’s premier Cycling Celebration 

A A huge festival of bicycles. Attractions include: 

A Perimeter Cycling held the 27th annual El Tour de Mesa, a ride open to 
cyclists of all ages and abilities and offers 72, 28, 11, and 6-mile rides 
that traverse the City and beyond.  

A Beer gardens, Live Music, and Gourmet Food Trucks  

A Health and Wellness Information and Vendors  

A Bike Shop and Sports Merchandise Vendors 

A BMX Aerial Exhibition 

A Bicycle Rodeo/Helmet Fitting 
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Encouragement Events  

 

 

 

Arizona Bicycle Summit 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 SPEAKERS & PANEL MEMBERS 

A Federal Highway Administration (FHWA) 

A Maricopa Association of Governments (MAG) 

A Waymo Self-Driving Car Project 

A Pima County 

A Local Arizona Bicycle Attorneys 

A Region Planning Agencies 

A Public Health 

 
2017 SUMMIT PROGRAMS 

A        AZ Bicyclist-involved crash causes and related 
data collection issues 

A Serving the under-served bicycling populations 

A Law Enforcement Bicycling Safety Training 

A Urban/Commuter concerns 

A Project funding sources 

A Bicycling as a part of Public Health 

A MCDOT active transportation plan preview 
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Mesa Adventure Challenge (MAC):

A A lot like the T.V. show the Amazing Race or an 
old fashion Scavenger Hunt. 

A Spring MAC is bicycle focused to celebrate 
Valley Bike Month and has a large area of focus 
that offers contestants in teams of up to four, the 
ability to navigate downtown Mesa businesses and 
other locations by bicycle. 

A Fall MAC is pedestrian focused as a celebration 
of International Walk Month in October and is a 
family fun event that accepts teams of up to 8 
people. 
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Encouragement Events 

 

 

 

          

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

CycloMesa Winterfest 

A Winterfest is a smaller encouragement 
event that not only focuses on biking and 
walking, but also focus’ on Winter Sports 
Safety. 

A Helmet Safety for Skiers and 
Snowboarders. 

A Oh, did I mention…  We brought in snow, 
because, come on it is the Holidays! 

A Holiday Light Viewing – Group Bicycle Ride 
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Encouragement Programs 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Ride-in-Movies Series 

A Beginning each September, the Bicycle and 
Pedestrian Program offers a series of movies in 
neighborhood parks around the City of Mesa. 

A Ride-in-Movies are offered as an incentive for 
people in surrounding neighborhoods to ride or 
walk to their local park for a fun evening and 
movie. 

A The Bicycle and Pedestrian Program has 
partnered with SRP, who has sponsored each 
movie with 100’s of bags of kettle corn. 
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Community Outreach Programs 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Each April the City of Mesa holds celebrations as part of the Valley 
Bike Month festivities that are being celebrated all over the 
Maricopa County region.  In conjunction with the Earth Day Expo, 
the Mesa Transportation Department hosts an annual Bike2Work 
Day event. City of Mesa residents and employees are encouraged 
to bike to work on April 20 as part of the celebration.  The public is 
invited to visit the Earthday Fair and Community Spirit pancake 
breakfast, which raises money for the current City adopted non-
profit agency for the year.  In addition to the festivities, employees are competing to help their department take home 
the coveted trophy indicating the highest department participation.  The public was invited to stop by to pick up 
information and visit with staff. Pancake and sausage breakfast were available for purchase for $3 and smoothies were 
$3. Starbucks served free coffee and tea, with all proceeds going to Keller Elementary school. 

 

 

 

 

Mayor Giles, an avid cyclist even got in on 
the action at this year’s Bike2WorkDay 
event, riding in from his home while 
streaming it on Facebook Live. 
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Monthly Pedestrian Count Ranking by Station 

1st.  Rio Salado Pathway - East 6,952 

2nd. Consolidated Canal and Main Street. 6,833 

3rd.   Consolidated Canal and Baseline Road 6,230 

4th. Ro Salado Pathway – West  4,480 

5th. Porter Park Pathway – North  2,756 

6th. Porter Park Pathway – South  2,195 

IN THIS SECTION: 

A Grid Bike Share 

A Tourism and Community Outreach 

A Spoke Life Magazine 

A Bike Maps 

A Celebrate Mesa 
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Grid Bike Share 

The City of Mesa, along with Grid Bikes, launched the program in March of 2016, 
which provides 100 green Grid bicycles that have been placed at 12 different bike 
hubs located along or close to the light rail in Mesa to provide first and last mile 
connectivity.  The City of Mesa will be launching an additional 100 bikes in FY 2017-
2018. 

The smart bikes are manufactured by Social Bicycles and are equipped with state-of-the-art features such as responsive 
solar lighting, a chainless shaft drive, a GPS-enabled solar-powered panel to interact with the bike and an integrated lock 
that works with regular bike racks. 

The price of a monthly membership for the Grid Bike Share program was recently reduced 50 percent to $15 per month 
and includes 60 minutes of usage time per day. Users can increase that time to 90 minutes with a $20 Monthly Plus 

membership. There is also a Pay as You Go Plan with an 
hourly rate of $7 with additional hours pro-rated by the 
minute.   

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community Outreach Programs 
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Spoke Life Magazine 
A semi-annual publication that is sent out to mesa residents free of charge. that provides 
information about the City of Mesa Bicycle and Pedestrian Program including: 

• Upcoming projects, events, and education opportunities 
• Safety information 
• Group rides and bike shop information 
• Spotlights local mesa cyclists and families. 
• National information about safety, riding, best practices, and equipment 

 

 
Mesa Bike Map 
The City of Mesa updates and offers free bike maps at all public facilities 
buildings, social service organizations, senior communities, and bike shops in 
Mesa.  Mesa bike maps are available electronically on line as well.  The Mesa 
Bike Map offers educational and safety information, as well as the locations of 
all City of Mesa bicycle bike paths, lanes, and featured bike routes.  

 

 
Celebrate Mesa 
Twice a year, the City of Mesa conducts a citywide celebration for 
residents, which include tons of fun opportunities and information 
regarding City Services and other social services agencies.  The City of 
Mesa, Bicycle and Pedestrian Program attends these events twice a 
year, where we handout informational material and educational 
materials as well as using the time to facilitate public outreach for 
different programs and facilities that are in the planning stages. 

 

 

 

 

Tourism Outreach Programs 
 



Bicycle and Pedestrian Program 
FY2016-2017 Annual Report 

 

38 | P a g e  
 

Evaluation and  

Planning 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    Monthly Bike Count Ranking by Station 

1st. Consolidated Canal and Main Street 3,416 

2nd. Consolidated Canal and Baseline Road 2,363 

3rd. Rio Salado Pathway 1,390 

4th. Porter Park Pathway – South 1,542 

5th. Rio Salado Pathway - East 1,460 

6th. Porter Park Pathway – North 1,360 

 

 

 

IN THIS SECTION: 

A Building Strong Neighborhoods 

A Bike and Pedestrian Counts 

A Annual Customer’s Service Survey 

A Bicycle Master Plan Update (Sneak Peak) 

A Vision Zero (Bicycle and Pedestrian) Strategic 
Safety Plan) 

A Crash Analysis and Annual Crash Reports 

A Mesa’s Road to Platinum BFC Status 

 

Evaluation and Planning Efforts 
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Building Strong Neighborhoods 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A The Building Strong    
Neighborhoods (BSN) Initiative 
launched in 2006:  

A BSN is a comprehensive 
neighborhood program led by the 
Neighborhood Outreach Office 
and the community to preserve 
and strengthen Mesa's 
neighborhoods.  

A BSN addresses the unique needs 
and diverse issues in a wide 
variety of neighborhoods 
throughout the city.  

A Bicycle and Pedestrian Program 
staff assist residents in 
identifying and prioritizing 
neighborhood concerns 
regarding bicycling and walking.  

A Bicycle and Pedestrian then take 
those identified projects and 
prioritize them for future 
projects  

A The objective is to provide 
residents and staff with a 
focused evaluation of how we 
can make their neighborhood 
more walkable and bikeable.  

Evaluation and Planning Efforts 
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Evaluation and Planning Efforts 

 

 

 
Bike and Pedestrian Counts   

A Monthly counts are recorded, 
analyzed for trends and to show 
justification and need for additional 
bicycle facilities and for Federal 
grants being applied for. 

A conduct bicycle counts on various sections of improved pathways 
throughout the City. 

A Take counts on segments of a road or path 
that is being evaluated for additional or 
enhanced bicycle and pedestrian facilities 

A All new capital projects are being planned to 
include a minimum of one counter per segment. 
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Evaluation and Planning Efforts 

 

 

 

 

Annual Customer’s Service Survey 

The City of Mesa’s Bicycle and Pedestrian Program wants the community’s input 
in order to reach the goals and objectives of the Bicycle Master Plan and the 
needs of the residents.  The City of Mesa Transportation Department - Bicycle 
and Pedestrian Program, created and implemented the program’s Customer 
Satisfaction Survey for Valley Bike Month 2015.  This report presents major 
findings of the online survey and their implications for the bicycle and 
pedestrian program in the City.  The survey is an annual sampling of residents in 
Mesa for twofold: to promote bicycling and walking as a viable, healthy, and 
affordable form of transportation in Mesa; and to collect data and public 
feedback from mesa residents about bicycle and pedestrian infrastructure and 
programs.  The City of Mesa Transportation Department- Bicycle and Pedestrian 
Program Customer Satisfaction Survey, builds on previous research and data 
collected during the writing of the 2012 City of Mesa Bicycle Master Plan.  The 2012 City of Mesa Bicycle Master Plan 
was a comprehensive and collaborative effort that was designed to evaluate what was currently in place and working 
well, as well as what improvements that were needed to propel Mesa towards Bicycle Friendly Community Platinum 
status with the League of American Bicyclists. 
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Evaluation and Planning Efforts 

 

 

        

Vision Zero      
Vision Zero is a strategy to eliminate all traffic fatalities 
and severe injuries, while increasing safe, healthy, 
equitable mobility for all. First implemented in Sweden in 
the 1990s, Vision Zero has proved successful across 
Europe — and now it’s gaining momentum in major 
American cities. Vision Zero sets a timeline and a commitment and brings stakeholders together to 
ensure a basic right of safety for all people as they move about their communities. 
Vision Zero is a significant departure from the status quo in two major ways: 

1. Vision Zero acknowledges that traffic deaths and severe injuries are preventable and sets the goal of eliminating 
both in a set time frame with clear, measurable strategies. This is a major shift for most American communities, 
by establishing clear accountability to ensure safe mobility. History has shown, with campaigns to reduce drunk 
driving and initiatives to increase recycling, that changing cultural attitudes and ensuring political accountability 
make a dramatic difference — and increase success. It’s time to take this level of intention and focus to the 
critical issue of traffic deaths. 

2. Vision Zero is a multidisciplinary approach, bringing together diverse and necessary stakeholders to address this 
complex problem. In the past, meaningful, cross-disciplinary collaboration among local traffic planners and 
engineers, police officers, policymakers, and public health professionals has not been the norm. Vision Zero 
acknowledges that there are many factors that contribute to safe mobility -- including roadway design, speeds, 
enforcement, behaviors, technology, and policies -- and sets clear goals to achieve the shared goal of zero 
fatalities and severe injuries.   

The impact of traffic deaths and injuries is felt most acutely at the local level. In too many cities, our 
transportation systems are out of synch with our priorities for improved health, sustainability, equity and economic 
well-being. Increasingly, leaders at the community and local level are mobilizing for Vision Zero, building the 
momentum from the ground up for a national campaign that transforms our streets into safe spaces for all.  We can 
save lives, prevent severe injuries, increase physical activity, while also benefitting the environment, the local 
economy, and advancing equity. And we can do it with proven strategies such as: 

X  Lowering speed limits        x  Redesigning streets 

X  Implementing meaningful behavior change campaigns    x  Enhancing data-driven traffic enforcement 

By taking action at the local (and state) levels to prioritize safety in our policies and practices, we can create a new 
reality in which everyone — those of us walking and driving, and those of us riding a bus or a bike — feel safe and 
comfortable moving about our communities. 
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Evaluation and Planning Efforts 

 

 

 

Crash Analysis and Annual Crash Reports 
In 2015, 5,376 pedestrians and 818 bicyclists were killed in crashes with motor vehicles (National Highway 

Traffic Safety Administration, Traffic Safety Facts). These two modes accounted for 17.7 percent of the 35,092 total U.S. 
fatalities that year.  

Traffic Studies section of the City of Mesa Transportation Department conducts analysis each year utilizing Crash 
Magic software to provide annual crash reports for motor vehicles, bicycles, and pedestrians.  This application software, 
tracks and provides insight to traffic planners and engineers that there may be an issue in an area of the City that is 
experiencing high bicycle and pedestrian involved crashes.      

 The two maps below are examples of how Crash Magic can be utilized to analyze and determine where the 
“Highest Concentration of Bicycle and Pedestrian Crashes have occurred within the City of Mesa, between 2012 and 
2016.” 
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Mesa’s Journey to becoming a world class 
Gold BFC City!  

A It Has Been Five Years Since Mesa’s Bicycle Master Plan Was 
Adopted by City Council 

A Program Will Be Completing an Update to The Plan That Will Be 
Completed in January 2018 

A Mesa’s BFC “Silver” Status Is Valid Through 2019 

A Mesa at The Completion of The Update to The Bicycle Master Plan 
Will Apply for Gold BFC Status with The League of American 
Bicyclists 

Evaluation+ 

Enforcement 

Education 

Infrastructure 
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City of Mesa 

Transportation Department 

Bicycle and Pedestrian Program 

480.644.2160 
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